fonine!  reai  ‘Norma’ 


By  Michael'  Steinberg 
Globe  Staff 

I thought  Sarah  Cald- 
well’s  Opera  Company  of 
Boston  production  of  Belli- 
ni’s  “Norma”  (Aquarius 
Theater,  June  11  and  13) 
was  marvelous,  and  I want 
to  say  something  more 
about  why. 


That  begins  with  thè 
work  itself.  The  story, 
adapted  from  an  enor- 
mously  successful  play  by  a 
now  forgotten  playwright, 
Alexandre  Soumet,  is 
strong  and,  in  all  its  sim- 
plicity,  psychologically 
rich.  Norma  is  a Druid 
High  Priestess  in  Gaul  dur- 
ing  thè  Roman  occupation, 
torn  between  her  devotion 
to  her  own  people  and  her 
love  for  thè  Roman  procon- 
sul  by  whom  she  has  two 
children.  The  action  begins 

|i  at  thè  point  where  Pol- 
lione,  thè  Roman,  has  tired 
I of  Norma  and  has  laid  siege 
i to  Adalgisa,  a very  young 
! priestess.  Adalgisa  does  not 
i know  of  Pollione’s  associa- 
tion  with  Norma,  but 
finding  out  throws  her  into 
i painful  conflict,  too.  For 
il  Pollione,  thè  switch  from 

I Norma  to  Adalgisa  seems 
to  have  been  untroubled, 
but  at  thè  end,  when  ines- 
capably  confronted  with 
Norma’s  nobility,  he  also 
finds  himself  facing  an 
extraordinary  c h o i c e. 
Norma  chooses  death  as 
expiation  for  thè  betrayal 
of  her  world,  Adalgisa 
chooses  her  devotion  to 
that  world  and  particularly 
to  Norma  rather  than  her 
desire  to  run  away  with 
Pollione,  and  Pollione, 
when  he  recognizes  Norma 
I'  for  what  she  is,  chooses 
I i death  with  her. 


For  all  this,  thè  29- 
year-old  Bellini  found  an 
amazing  music,  which, 
within  a rather  conven- 
tional  frame  made  in  part 
: of  thè  brilliant  and  elegant 
j:  bel  canto  opera  and  part  of 
j thè  s o 1 e m n Gluck- 
ijCherubini-Spontini  tradi- 
I tion,  moves  freely  and  at  a 
J remarkable  level  of  inspi- 
ri ration  to  articulate  thè  sit- 
rfUaUoru  and  eventa  of  thè 


examples  of  Bellinian  “lyr- 
icism  in  excfelsis,”  but  thè 
special  ch'arac  ter  of 
“Norma”  resides  in  its  dra- 
matic  scenes  (Norma 
with  her  children)  and 
even  more  in  those  that 
make  a synthesis  of  lyric 
substructure  and  declama- 
tory  superstructure  (par- 
ticularly Norma’s  first 
scene  with  Adalgisa  and 
her  confrontation  in  thè  fi- 
nale with  Pollione). 

People  generally  think  of 
“Norma’  as  a singers’ 
opera,  as  a vehicle  for  a so- 
prano or  perhaps  for  a so- 
prano and  a mezzo.  What 
made  thè  performances 
here  so  beautiful  carne  out 
of  Sarah  Caldwell’s  deter- 
mination  to  find  thè  drama 
in  “Norma.”  She.  suc- 
ceeded,  and  in  areas  where 
most  directors  of  “Norma” 
have  not  even  tried,  suc- 
ceeding,  for  example,  in 
putting  on  thè  stage  an  Ad- 
algisa ' who  makes  Pol- 
lione’s desertion  of  Norma 
believable,  in  giving  us  a 
Pollione  whose  final 
return  to  Norma  is  conso- 
nant  with  thè  rest  of  his 
behavior,  and  in  giving 
some  sense  of  what  life  is 
like  for  a people  under  for- 
eign  occupation,  that  being 
most  necessary  if  we  are  to 
feel  anything  at  all  about 
thè  situation  of  Norma  her- 
self. 

In  Beverly  Sills,  who 
was  singing  thè  role  for  thè 
first  time,  Sarah  Caldwell 
found  a Norma  who  would 
not  be  a star  about  whom 
everybody  and  everything 
else  moved  in  an  ancillary 
capacity,  but  who  could  be 
worked  with  so  as  to  be- 
come  a piece  — thè  centrai 
one,  to  be  sure  — in  thè 
drama  of  three  passionate 
people  faced  with  terrible 
choices,  terrible  because 
eithe.'  way  there  is  be- 
trayal of  something  vital. 

The  two  performances, 
but  particularly  Sunday’s, 
were  thè  most  beautiful  I 
have  experienced  with 
Sills.  To  begin  on  thè  sur- 
face,  she  sang  it  superbly, 


with  unfailing  musical 
taste,  resourcefully,  easily. 

It  was  a demonstration  of 
her  remark  in  an  interview 
that,  in  spìte  of  is  murder- 
ous  reputation,  Norma  was 
not  vocally  a difficult  role 
if  you  know  how  to  sing. 

But  I remember  Sills 
once  saying  something  to 
thè  effect  that  she  would 
give  anything  to  be  able  to 
sing  like  Callas,  and  in 
these  performances  I began 
to  see  how  she  might.  The 
timbre  of  her  voice  is  less 
individuai,  therefore  less 
interesting  and  not  in  itself 
so  moving,  but  she  sang 
this  time  with  an  aware- 
ness  of  words  that  I have 
never  felt  in  her  Italian  * 
roles  before,  with  an  in- 
wardness,  an  economy,  an 
absence  of  sentimentality 
(there  was  none  of  that 
sadsack  pout  on  which  she 
has  sometimes  relied  in  > 
thè  pass),  in  a word,  with  a 
maturity  that  was  new. 
She  has  always  been  an  ex- 
cellent  musician  and  sing- 
er, an  able  actress  who 
could  use  these  resources  to 
be  amusing  or  pathetic  on- 
thè  stage  and  always  com- 
manding,  but  now  — and  it 
was  very,  very  moving  — 
there  was  as  well  a sense  of 
thè  remarkable  woman  in- 
side thè  singer. 

Hers  was  a domestic, 
private  sort  of  Norma;  at 
ìeast,  her  most  officiai  mo- 
ments  like  her  first  en- 
trarne or  thè  summons  to 
war,  were  thè  ones  by 
which  I was  Ìeast  con- 
vinced.  She  was  too  much 
thè  popular  and  beautiful 
head  counsellor  at  a pretty 
classy  girls’  camp.  But  then 
Norma  is  a private  sort  of 
role.  Even  “Casta  diva”  is 
not  a public  performance 
so  much  as  a meditation, 
rapt  and  mystical,  and 
Sills’s  singing  of  it  was  ex- 
traordinary for  being  so  in- 
ward:  it  was  a hymn,  not  a 
bel  canto  display,  and  thè 
key  word  was  “casta” 
(chaste).  Most  of  our  view* 

Continued  on  thè  next  page 


SE  MAI  NE  THÉATRALE 


et  à nous  revoir  promptement.  — Én  atterulaut,  recois  un  baiser  u 

Ton  affectionn'é, 


Bellini. 


Théatre-Lyrique  de  la  Galerie-Yi Vienne  ; Norma,  de  Bellini. 

| C’est  surtout  en  ce  qui  touche  l’art  lyrique,  c'est-à-dire  la  musique 
appliquée  au  théàtre,  que  le  temps  est  un  destrueteur  impitoyable. 
Poui’  ce  qui  concerne  les  arts  plastiques,  chaque  peuple,  ckaque  paA  s 
ìsède  des  musées,  qui  se  multiplient  et  s accroissent  sans  cesse, 
s lesquels  les  chefs-d’oeuvre  viennent  s’amasser  et  oh  ils  sonF 
servés  avec  un  soin  jaloux.  La  musique  ne  peut  se  conserver  de  la 
ine  facon  ; il  en  coùte  clier  de  l’exécuter,  les  tliéàtres  spéciaux 
.ont  relativement  rares,  et  comme  la  production  ne  s’arrète  pas^  plus 
ici  qu’en  peinture  ou  en  sculpture,  comme  les  oeuAies  se  succèdi nt 
incessamment,  il  en  résulte  que  les  nouvelles  Aenues  prennent  la 
place  des  anciennes  et  que,  de  génération  en  génération,  les  chefs- 
d’oeuvre  mème  tìnissent  par  complètement  disparaìtre.  C est  ainsi 
».  ’en  Italie  Piccinni,  Guglielmi,  Paisicllo,  Cimarosa,  qui  avaient 
©tróné  Porpora,  Galuppi,  Jomelli,  Pergolèse,  ont  été  eux-memes 
iiipsés  par  le  génie  brùlant  de  Rossini  et  sacrifìes  a Bellini  et  Doni- 
itti.  Ceux-ci  à leur  tour  ont  fait  place  à \ erdi,  et  peu  d années  se 
isseront  peut-ètre  avant  cjue  le  répertoire  de  1 auteur  d’A ida  dispa- 
risse au  profit  des  oeuvres  de  cette  jeune  école  italienne  qui  compreud 
es  noms  de  MM.  Mascagni,  Giordano,  Puccini,  LeoncaAallo  et  autres. 

C’est  là  une  fatalité  à laquelle  n'échappent  pas  les  plus  grands. 
•jue  jouc-t-on  encore  de  Rossini  en  Italie  ? le  seul  Barbisi-  ; de  Doni- 
- ‘ti  il  ne  surnage  guère  autre  cliose  que  Lucie,  et  c est  à peine  si,  de 
Sllini,  il  reste  la  Sonnambula  et  Norma.  Et  Dieu  sait  pourtant  si, 
ir  ne  parler  que  de  ces  deux  dernières  oeuvres,  leur  fortune  a été 
nde  durant  tout  un  demi-siècle  et  si  elles  ont  été  acclamées  par 
ìivers  entier. 

’outefois,  pour  ce  ojui  touche  spécialement  Norma,  il  faut  bien 
stater  que,  si  son  succès  est  devenu  immense,  sa  première  appa- 
on  ne  fut  rien  moins  que  triompliale.  Nous  avons  pour  garant  de 
lactitude  de  ce  fait  l’affirmation  de  l’auteur  en  personne,  qui,  au 
tir  mème  de  la  représentation  et  sous  le  coup  de  son  échec,  écrivait 
un  ami  pour  le  lui  apprendre  et  lui  conlier  la  douleur  qu  ii  en  res- 
■entait,  douleur  d autant  plus  vive  qu  ii  tenait  cet  échec  pour  immérité. 

C’est  le  28  décembre  1881  que  Norma  était  offerte  pour  la  première 
ois,  jouée  par  Donzelli,  Negl’ini,  la  Pasta  et  Giuditta  Grisi,  au  public 
le  la  Scala  de  Milan,  qui,  dix  mois  auparavant,  avait  accueilli  avec 
ntbousiasme  la  Sonnambula . Or,  laccueil  fut  cette  fois  si  difFérent 
ue,  dès  le  soir  mème,  Bellini  adressait  à son  plus  intime  ami, 
ancesco  Fiorimo,  son  ancien  condisciple  au  Conservatoire  de 
iples,  la  lettre  désolée  que  voici  : 

Milan,  2(3  décembre  1831. 

Mon  cher  Florimo, 


Norma  fut  donc,  à son  apparition,  sifllée  par  le  public  milanais,  ; 
comme,  quinze  ans  auparavant,  Rossini  avait  vu  — ou  entendu  — 
siftler  son  Barbier  par  le  public  romain.  Mais,  comme  le  Barbier.  elle 
se  releva  vivement  de  cet  échec  injuste  et  momentané,  et  l’on  sait 
quelle  brillante  carrière  elle  parcourut  par  la  suite. 

Je  n’ai  pas  à m’appesantir  ici  sur  la  valeur  de  1 oeuvre,  suffisam 
ment  célèbre  et  depuis  longtemps.  On  sait  ce  qu  elle  est,  au  doubltl 
point  de  vue  de  la  générosité  de  l'inspiration  et  du  langage  superbo 
avec  lequel  elle  fait  parler  la  passion.  C’était,  je  pense,  une  heureuse 
idée  de  la  faire  apprécier  par  une  génération  qui  ne  connaissait 
d'elle  que  sa  renommée.  Mais  cotte  idée  pouvait  paraìtre  singulière-  | 
ment  difficile  à réaliser  dans  un  cadre  aussi  modeste  et  avec  les  res-  \ 
sources  que  présente  le  théàtre  de  la  Galerie- Y ivienne.  Eh  bien,  ce  qui 
prouve  qu’avec  de  la  bonne  volontà,  de  la  persévérance  et  du  travailon 
arrive  à tout,  le  résultat  a dépassé  ce  qu’on  en  pouvait  atteudre,  et  le 
succès  a été  complet.  Les  deux  ròlos  féminins  ont  été  fort  bien  tenus, 
celui  de  Norma  par  une  belle  jeune  femme,  Mmc  Claus,  qui  y a eu(de 
très  bons  moments  et  de  vrais  mouvoments  dramatiques,  celui  d’Adal- 
gise  par  Mme  de  Néva,  qui  a su  se  faire  aussi  très  légitimemeut  ap- 
plaudir. Pollion  était  très  convenablement  représentépar  un  débutant. 
M.  Flachat,  et  il  n'v  a que  de  très  vifs  compliments  à adresserà/ 
M.  Scareau,  cbargé  du  ròle  d’Orovèse,  dans  lequel  il  a moutré  um 


remarquable  sùreté.  Los  choeurs  eux-mémes,  quoique  d’uu  personne 
forcément  restreint,  ontdonné  avec  beaucoup  d’ensemble.  En  résumé 


c’est  là  un  tour  de  force,  qui  a été  accompli  de  la  facon  la  plus  satis 
fai  sante.  I 


Arthur  Pougin. 


Je  t’écris  sous  l’impression  de  la  douleur,  d une  acerbe  douleur  que  je  ne 
•eux  t’exprimer,  mais  que  toi  seul  peux  comprendre.  Je  sors  de  la  Scala, 
'remière  représentation  de  la  Norma . Le  croiras-tu  ? Fiasco  ! fiasco  ! solennel 

isco  ! 

A te  dire  vrai,  le  public  a été  sevère  ; il  semblail  positivement  venu  pour 
né  juger  et  me  condamner,  et  avec  précipitation  (du  moins,  je  le  crois)  il  a 
','ait  subir  à ma  pauvre  Norma  le  sort  de  la  druidesse  elle-mème. 

Je  n’ai  plus  reconnu  ces  chers  Milanais  qui  accueillirent  avec  entbou- 
siasme,  avec  la  joie  sur  le  visage,  avec  la  chaleur  dans  le  cceur,  il  Pirata,  la 
Straniera  et  la  Sonnambula;  et  pourtant  je  croyais  leur  en  présenter  une 
digne  soeur  dans  la  Norma  : mais  malheureusement  il  n’en  a pas  été  ainsi  ; 
je  me  suis  trompé  ; j’ai  fait  une  bévue:  mes  pronostics  étaient  faux  et  mes 
espérances  ont  été  décues. 

Eh  bien,  malgré  tout,  — je  le  dis  à toi  seul  et  le  ccour  sur  les  lèvres,  si 
toutefois  la  passion  ne  m’égare  pas,  — l’introduction,  la  sortie,  la  cavatine 
de  Norma,  le  duo  des  deux  femmes  avec  le  duo  qui  suit,  le  finale  du  premier 
acte,  et  puis  l’autre  duo  des  deux  femmes  et  le  finale  entier  du  second  acte 
qui  commence  par  l’hymne  de  guerre,  soni  de  tels  morceaux  de  musique  et 
me  plaisent  tant  (modestie),  que,  je  te  le  confesse,  je  serais  heureux  d’en 
pouvoir  faire  toujours  de  semblables  dans  le  cours  de  ma  vie  artistique. 
Basta  ! I ! Dans  les  oeuvres  théàtrales,  le  public  est  le  juge  suprème.  Gependaul 
je  compte  en  appeler  de  l’arrèt  qu  ii  a rendu  contre  moi,  et  s’il  en  arrive  à 
se  détromper,  j’aurai  gagné  la  cause  et  je  proclamerai  alors  la  Norma  le  meil- 
leur  de  mes  opéras  : sinon,  je  me  résignerai  à mon  triste  sort,  et  je  dirai 
pour  me  consoler  : — « Les  Romains  n’ont-ils  pas  siffié  l'Olympiade  du  divin 
Pergolèse?...  » 

Je  pars  par  le  courrier,  et  j’espère  arriver  à Naples  avant  la  présente.  Mais 
l'un  des  deux,  ou  moi,  ou  cette  lettre,  te  fera  connaitre  le  sort  malheureux 
de  la  Norma,  sifllée.  Ne  t’afflige  pas  trop  de  cela,  mon  bon  Florimo.  Je  suis 
jeune,  et  je  me  sens  dans  l’àme  la  force  de  pouvoir  prendre  une  revauche  de 
cette  chute  terrible. 

Lis  la  présente  à tous  nos  amis.  J’aime  à dire  toujours  la  vérité,  aussi  bien 
ts  la  bonne  que  dans  la  mauvaise  fortune. 


VEAL  versus  BULL. 


“Multa  in  canendo  et  piallando  quamvis  deleetant  vilissima 
sunt.”— S.  Augusti». 

To  thè  Editor  of  Tlie  Orchestra. 

Sir, — The  opinion  which  thè  educateci  musician 
holds  of  prominent  composers  and  their  Works,  very 
naturally  often  differs  from  that  of  thè  amateur,  and 
his  likings  and  dislikings  invol’  wheu  hearing  a good  “ Sonnambula ,”  in  which 
merely  a question  of  ftmciful  taste,  opera  he  thinks  Bellini  lias  succceded  far  better  thau 
might  almost  say  of  moral  soundi  in  thè  more  ambitious  “ Norma."  “ Tel  brille  au  second 
Verdi,  whose  Works  overflow  with  rang  qui  s’  éclipse  au  premier.”  And  now  a few 
and  set  off  thè  voices  of  singers  tc  words  in  reply  to  thè  personal  cliarges  ngainst  thè 
vantage,  are  doubtless  very  pope  Editor  of  thè  Daily  Express  and  its  musical  critic 
number  of  amateurs.  Butasacon  Of  all  Irish  papers  thè  Daily  Express  gives  to  its 
critic  would  not  uphold  to  admir  renderà  by  far  thè  souiulest  articles  ou  musical  eveuts. 
and  novels  of  an  Eugène  Sue  or  an  They  are  equally  interesting  to  thè  professional  mu- 
however  palatable  their  smooth  i sìcian  and  to  thè  amateur,  for  their  author  aims  at 
imagination  may  be  to  thè  great  m somethiug  higher  than  mere  “ nugae  canorae.” 
likewise  no  competent  musical  cri  Without  ever  speaking  ex  cathedrà,  lie  most  suc- 
unqualified  praise  on  thè  musica  cessfully  endeavours  to  educate  thè  taste  of  his  public. 


above  composers,  which  charms  are 
sual  character.  Yet  music  being  c 
subtle  and  fleeting,  thè  least  defi: 
our  ear  is  frequently  flattered  by 
though  pleasing  in  itself,  is  quite  il 
situation  or  sentiment  it  is  intei 
wliile  in  literature,  painting,  and  t 
common  sense  and  our  eye  will  at 
is  meretricious  or  unnatural. 


That  music  of  a prominently  se 
racter,  in  which  harmony  serves  on 


Far  from  being  exclusive,  he  is  ever  ready  to  ac- 
knowledge  merit  and  point  out  beauty,  no  matter 
to  what  school  tlie  composer  belongs.  But  on  tlio 
other  liand  he  does  not  withhold  his  blamo  wliere  it 
is  deserved,  even  in  thè  caso  of  tho  most  favourite 
composers,  “ Amicus  Plato  sed  magis  amica  ve- 
ritas.”  And  is  not  this  thè  true  task  of  tho  critic  ? 
This  Doctor  of  Music  (and  tlie  University  of  Dublin  is 
by  no  means  lavish  of  this  title,  only  two  Dublin 
musicians  possessing  that  by  no  means  “ unenviablc 


affix  ”)  is  one  of  those,  of  whom  Quinctilian  says  : 
melody,  is  not  expressive  of  grande  Docti  rationem  artis  intelligunt,  indocti  voluptatem  ; 
becomes  at  once  apparent,  if  w and  whether  as  an  organist,  or  as  conductor  of  thè  | 
instant  modem  Italian  church  mui  most  iafluential  musical  society  in  Dublin,  or  as  a 
positions  of  Palestrina  and  Hiind  critic-  be  bas  done  as  mueb  to  raise  thè  musical  stan-  I 
would  strongly  object  in  our  cat  dard  of  Irelftlld-  as  is  iu  tbe  Power  of  a »idi- 

the  pretty  warblings  of  Bellini  as  Vldual-  wbilst  bis  manifold  relations  with  members  | . 
with  thè  sublime  simplicity  of  Ho  of  tbo  musical  P«>fession  and  thè  public  at  Iarge  aro  J 


though  Bellini’s  fame  rests  exclus  “variably  marked  by  thè  greatest  kindness  and 


dious  beauty  of  bis  operas,  yet  we  o Your  correspondent  “Subscriber  ” when 


even  there  thè  want  of  that  expres  makin6  thè  trite  quotation  of  thè  Frog  and  thè  Bull  is 
irresistible  pathos,  of  that  breadtli  evidently  thinking  of  quite  a different  fable,  namely, 
pervade  thè  works  of  Gluck,  Mo: tbat  of  tbe  Fos  and  tbe  Grapes,  for  in  thè  former 
of  Rossini’s  operas — not  to  speak  o tbe  b'0S  admircs  tho  bull,  whereas  “Subscriber” 
recitative,  choruses,  and  finales,  ir  throughout  wishes  to  prove  that  tlie  critic  utterly 
lini  is  sadly  deficient  and  feeble.  despises  Bellini.  “ Omne  simile  claudicat,”  but“  Sub- 
posed  thè  libretto  of  “ Don  Giovami  scriber’s  ” style>  ^bich  is  lame  on  botli  legs,  “ quabs 
parts  of  Donna  Anna  and  Donna  E auimo  «Bt.talis  incessu.”  Alas,  I fear,  “ Subscriber” 
in  his  hands  ? Yet  thè  latter  part  was  but  a uau8bty  b°y-  "ben  at  school  he  was  mede 
in  situation  with  that  of  Norma,  to  read  'Es0P’s  Fables  alld  practise  Clementi’s  ex- 
bears  to  it  at  least  a strong  rese  ercises.who  would  grumble  “Sonate,  que  me  veux-tu?” 
cliief  feature  in  Elvira,  as  in  No  wbeu  made  to  8Ìt  down  at  tbe  Piano-  and  wbo  would 
injured  wife’s  longing  for  revengc  ask  for  “ more  bread  and  butter”without  ever  learning 
love  and  pity.  The  supposition  ths  au8bt  of  grammar,  for  his  Enghsh  master  would 


hands  of  Mozart,  would  bave  becor 
much  higher  standing  (and  it  is 
critic  in  thè  Dublin  Daily  Expr 
Bellini),  is  therefore  but  naturi 
critic  expressly  States  that  he  is 


very  likely  bave  caned  him  for  sucb  disorderly  blun- 
ders  against  tho  simplest  rules  of  Syntax  as  are 
contained  in  thè  slipshod  sentences  of  his  letter. — 
Yours  faithfully,  Quod  licei  Jovi,  non  licei  Bovi. 

Dublin,  lOtb  Aprii,  18G6. 


/ 


Weekly  Report  of  Music. 

— cu%Hq,  /*ì3 

NEW  YORK. 

THE  OPERA. — Norma  was  produced  for  thè last  time 
this  scaso  n,  at  Castle  Garden,  on  Friday  thè  19th  inst. — 
This  representation  was  one  of  thè  most  brilliant  we  bave 
seen  during  thè  summer.  It  seemed  as  if  thè  audience 
had  never  heard,  or  were  to  hear  no  more,  these  strains, 
thè  flnest  that  thè  inspired  muse  of  Bellini  ever  poured 
forth  The  room  was  crowded.  Was  it  thè  talent  alone 
of  thè  performers,  or  thè  beautiful  music  of  thè  opera, 
which  excited  so  great  attention  ? Both,  we  believe  ; for, 
if  thè  music  is  delightful,  thè  performers  also  were  quite 
in  earnest. 

When  listening  to  thè  performance  of  Norma.  one  can- 
not  but  wonder  at  thè  rich  melody  which  flows,  so  to  speak, 
from  all  thè  pores  of  thè  composer,  and  at  thè  fkill  with 
which  he  handles  every  part  in  thè  orchestra — adapting  it 
with  thehighest  understanding  to  thè  feelings  of  thè  sing- 
ers.  The  harmony  is  always  fall,  clear  and  well  modulated  ; 
and  thè  singiDg  pbrase  neYer  fails  to  be  melodious,  grand, 
and  impressive,  and  is  never  far-fetched.  Such  is  thè  mu- 
sic of  Norma. 

But  when  enjoy'ng  all  these  exhibitions  of  genius,  a 
painful  thought  hovers  around  and  pervades  thè  charm- 
ing  atmosphere  of  sound,  darkening  it  when  most  dazzling 
to  thè  eye,a  thought,  whichlawakes  thè  deepest  feelings  ; 
this  is,  thè  remembrance  of  thè  death,  in  early  years,  of 
thè  ever-lamented  Bellini.  What  would  he  not  haYe  be- 
come.  had  his  genius  enjoyed  a longer  career  ; lor  this  pre- 
cocious  composer  died  at  thè  age  of  twenty-nine  ; just 
after  puttiDg  thè  last  touches  to  his  last  work,  I Puritani — 
one  of  his  best  creations.  He  was,  like  Mozart,  one  of 
those  few  men  whom,  full  of  vigor  and  manhood.  a prema- 
ture death  carries  away  ; while  others,  like  Kossini,  spared 
by  death,  condemn  themselves  to  thè  grave. 

A short  account  of  thè  plot  and  score,  will  give  an  oppor- 
tunity  of  laying  down  remarks  regarding  thè  performers. 

Norma  is  thè  Chief  Priestess  of  thè  Druids  ; her  father, 
Oroveso,  being  their  High  Priest.  Pollione  is  a Roman 
Proconsul  who  has  been  sent  with  a powerful  army  to  con- 
quer  thè  country  inhabited  bythe  Druids.  Hesees  Norma 
and  falls  in  love  with  her  ; she  reciprocates,  and,  although, 
according  to  thè  Druidical  law,  it  is  death  for  a Priestess 
even  to  love,  they  are  privately  married  A course  of  di- 
plomacy  is  then  commenced  by  Norma  thè  Chief  Priestess 
and  Pollione  thè  Roman  generai,  by  which  thè  w.ir  is  ln- 
definitely  prolonged  without  much  harm  to  either  party  ; 
— Norma  always  interpreting  thè  “ signs”  as  beiDg  ad- 
verse  to  battle,  and  Pollione  always  hunting  for  thè  Druids 
where  they  are  never  to  be  found.  Norma  becomes  thè 
mother  of  two  lovely  children,  which  she  secretly  trains 
up  in  thè  way  Druidical  children  should  undoubtedly  go. — 
Pollione  accidentali  meets  Adalgisa  and  becomes  deeply 
enamored  of  her  ; forgetting,  as  men  too  often  do,  thè 
sacrifice  his  wife  had  made  for  him.  Adalgisa  returns  his 
love  ; but  feeling  some  twinges  of  conscience  at  such  un- 
priestessly  conduct,  she  confesses  to  Norma,  who  sympa- 
thizeswith  and  promises  to  protect  her.  “ Who  is  your  lov- 
er  ?”aeks  Norma.  “ Beholdhim  !”  says  Adalgisa,  pointing 
to  Pollione,  who  just  then  advances.  On  discovering  thè  iu- 
fidelity  of  her  husband,  Norma  is  convulsed  with  rage  and 
despair.  She  determines  to  destroy  her  children — she  re- 
lents  and  confides  them  to  thè  care  of  her  rivai,  Adalgisa, 
i o discards  Pollione.  She  tries  to  win  back  her  husband’8 
1 daibut  be  casts  ber  off.  He  attempts  to  take  Adalgisa 
i.vul  che  Tempie,  but  is  himself  taken  prisoner.  Norma 
now  has  him  in  her  power.  She  offers  to  free  him,  if  he 
will  renounce  his  love  for  Adalgisa  and  return  to  his  alle- 
giance  to  her  ; bùt  he  dacliues.  She  then  confesses  her 
own  guilt.  and  both  are  condemned  to  death. 

The  overture  opens  with  a short  introduction  of  a few 
measures.  This  introduction  is  grand  and  majestic,  but 
not  developed  enough.  This  being  over,  thè  composer 

touches  a ? allegro  movement  in  thè  minor  key  ; he  de- 
i 

velops  it  in  thè  major  mode,  and  after  some  episodes  and 
ffourishes,  closes  thè  flrst  part.  In  thè  second  part  he  re- 
sucnes  thè  primitive  motive  in  thè  major  key,  transposes 
it  again  into  thè  minor,  in  which  he  ends  this  symphony. 


This  overture,  considered  as  thè  preface  to  thè  work,  is  not 
calculated  to  foretel  what  is  to  be  accomplished  on  thè 
stage.  Its  character  is  too  tight,  though  it  is  graceful 
throughout. 

Signor  Rosi,  as  Oroveso,  opened  thè  flrst  scene,  and  sang 
a few  measures  which  were  answered  in  unison  by  a cho- 
rus,  thè  rbythm  of  which  is  broad  and  wonderfully  effect- 
ive  ; this,  blending  with  thè  orchestra,  is  majestic  to  thè 
last  degree. 

Now,  Pollione  arrives  with  his  friend  Flavio.  The  latter 
answers  only  thè  dialogued  recitative.  All  thè  interest  of 
this  scene  centers  on  Pollione.  Salvi  in  thè  character  of 
Pollione,  was  worthy  of  praise  through  thè  whole  opera 
In  thè  present  instance  he  acquitted  himself  creditably, 
and  in  thè  grand  aria,  la  rammentarlo  io  tremo,  he  was  con- 
stantly  inspired  with  lofty  sentiment  and  energy.  Hardly 
has  he  uttered  thè  last  words  of  this  air,  when  a majestic 
symphony  announces  thè  generai  chorus  of  thè  Druids  ; 
soon  after,  thè  generai  exhibition  of  Gallic  Warriors, 
Bards,  Sacrificatore,  Priests  and  Priestesses  of  thè  Tem- 
pie of  Irminsul,  fili  up  thè  stage,  and  pour  forth  a magni- 
ficent  and  imposing  chorus.  As  soon  as  they  have  all  taken 
their  places  round  thè  stage,  Norma  arrives,  clad  in  her 
majestic  dress  of  chief  priestess. 

Signora  Stefaxone  is  excellent  in  thè  character  of  Nor- 
ma. She  sang  with  taste  thè  opening  recitative  of  this 
scene  : IVnat  seditious  voices  clamor  for  battle , and  dare  to 
rise  in  discord  near  thè  tempie  of  Esus  ? The  recitative  is 
scarcely  at  an  end,  when  thè  composer  introduces  a beau- 
tiful prelude  which  is  entrusted  especially  to  thè  flute  and 
hautboy.  The  other  instruments  are  hushcd  into  6oft 
and  low  tones  ; some  pizzicati  of  thè  stringa  being  heard 
here  and  there.  All  this  is  so  sweet  and  quiet,  that  it 
would  be  manifest,  even  to  a blind  man,  that  thè  scene  is 
passing  in  thè  silence  of  thè  night.  Next  to  this,  Stefa- 
none,  after  collecting  herself,  sang  thè  celebrated  Prayer , 
addressed  to  thè  Moon,  who  was  worshipped  by  thè  Druids  : 

“ Casta  diva  che  inargenti, 

Queste  sacre  antiche  piante .” 

She  did  it  with  great  care,  and  applied  her  most  excel- 
lent  voice  to  this  delightful  music,  in  fine  taste.  Stefa- 
none,  a6  Norma,  is  superb  ; we  do  not  exaggerate  in  saying. 
that  in  this  róle  she  is  hardly  surpassed  by  any  singer. 

After  this  Prayer,  thè  composer  seems  endowed  with 
fresh  inspirations  He  changes  his  strains,  and  leads  thè 
hearer  to  harmonies  of  another  kind,  adapted  to  a new 
character.  Adalgisa  now  enters  thè  stage  ; she  is  a rivai 
to  Norma.  But  Norma  is  proud,  bold,  passionate  ; Adal- 
gisa is  gentle,  modest,  captivating.  This  character  was 
entrusted  to  Signora  Patti  Strakosch,  and  she  is  best 
suited  to  it.  Her  voice  is  beautiful  ; her  countenance  no- 
ble,  modest  and  charming.  Signora  Patti  delivered  in  a 
dignifled  style  thè  recitative  which  opens  thè  third  scene  : 
These  sacred  shades  are  free  from  all  in'ruders.  She  sang 
her  duet  with  Salvi  as  well  as  one  could  desire  to  hear  it  ; 
and  Salvi  was  full  of  pathos.  What  beautiful  music  at 
these  words  : 

“ On  Earth  below.  in  Heaven  above, 

The  Lord  of  all  is  love  !” 

Here,  both  Adalgisa  and  Pollione  withdraw  from  thè 
stage,  to  give  room  to  a most  touching  scene. 

Norma  reappears.  She  is  in  her  dwelling  in  a forest  : a 
confidante  (a  maid)  brings  her  young  children  to  her.  She 
fears  seme  evil  which  she  suspeets,  but  thè  character 
of  which  she  does  not  know.  <;  My  soul  is  dark,”  she  says, 
“fate  works  some  evil.”  Adalgisa  Comes  again,  and, 
troubled  by  remorse,  she  informs  Norma  that  she  has  fall- 
en  in  love  with  a stranger — with  a Roman.  At  thè  word 
Roman,  Norma  trembles  : she  has  forseen  her  own  fate,  and 
when  she  asks  Adalgisa  thè  name  of  her  lover,  “ Behold 
him  !”  she  answers,  pointing  to  Pollione  thè  Roman  Pro- 
consul,  who  enters  thè  stage.  This  is  thè  climax  of  thè 
flrst  act.  Bellini  has  written  here  a scene  of  thè  highest 
interest,  crowned  by  a trio  between  Norma,  Adalgisa,  and 
Pollione,  of  surpassing  beauty.  Stefaxose,  Signora  Patti, 
and  Salvi  were  inimitable  in  interpreting  thè  inspiration 
of  thè  composer.  This  admirable  terzet  closes  thè  act. — 
The  performers  were  recalled  to  receive  thè  greetings  and 
cheerings  ot  thè  audience. 

The  opening  of  thè  second  act  exhibits  again  thè  dwell- 
ing of  Norma,  with  her  two  infant  children  in  their  beds 
and  sleeping.  Here,  we  thiuk  thè  composer  is  at  fault. — 
The  prelude  to  thè  recitative  of  Norma,  describes  peace 
and  quiet  : thè  flute  answers  thè  clarionet  ; to  thè  haut- 
boy succeeds  thè  mournful  horn  ; thè  violoncello  sings  in 
tender  and  melancholy  tones.  AU  this  is  now  unsuited  to 
thè  situation.  All  is  changed  around  thè  unfortunate 
Norma.  She  is  betrayed.  Her  husband  has  attempted  to 
snatch  Adalgisa  from  her  sacred  dwelling.  Norma  is  over- 


Wagner  and  Bellini. — The  “Cronaca  Wagner- 
iana,” of  Bologna,  lately  republished  a letter  in  which  R. 
Wagner  expresses  his  admiration  of  Bellini,  and  now  gives 
thè  following  curious  advertisement  : 

“ Saturday,  11  December,  1837,  there  will  be  represented 
for  thè  first  time  for  thè  benefit  of  thè  undersigned, 

“ 1 Norma,’ 

“ Opera  in  two  acts.by  Bellini. 

“ The  undersigned  believes  that  he  cannot  better  inter- 
pret  thè  artistic  feelings  of  thè  cultured  public  of  this  city 
than  by  selecting  this  opera  for  his  benefit. 

“‘Norma,’  among  all  thè  creations  of  Bellini,  speaks 
( most  to  thè  heart  by  its  overflowing  musical  sentiment, 
j and  even  thè  enemies  of  thè  new  Italian  school  doit  justice. 
I I iherefore  invite  thè  cultivated  public  to  be  present  at  thè 
theatre,  as  I have  spared  no  pains  to  make  thè  production 
satisfactory  to  all.  Richard  Wagner.” 


whelmed  with  sorrow  and  despair  ; so  much  so,  that  sheis 
on  thè  point  of  murdering  her  infant  children.  The  mu- 
sic should  express  such  a sorrowful  situation,  and  not  thè 
quiet  dwelling  of  rest  and  peace. 

Signora  Stefanone  was  admirable  in  her  rendering  of  thè 
awful  misfortune  which  now  has  befjlleD  thè  unfortunate 
Norma.  In  her  despair  she  raises  a weapon  over  thè  bo- 
som  of  her  children,  but  restrained  by  maternal  love,  she 
lets  fall  thè  dagger  and  entreats  her  rivai  Adaig  sa  to  pro- 
tect thè  little  ones  against  thè  despair  of  their  mother. — 
At  length  this  heartrending  scene  closes  by  a magnifìcent 
duet,  in  which  Stf.fanone  and  Patti  enraptured  thè  audi- 
ence, who  twice  interrupted  them  with  overwhtlining  plau- 
dits. 

The  IVar  Song  was  given  in  earnest  by  thè  chorus.  This 
song,  written  in  wild  strains  and  a rapid  movement,  ex- 
presses well  thè  Aeree  character  of  thè  Gallic  tribes  at  that 
time. 

We  now  reach  thè  last  and  moving  scene,  in  which  thè 
composer  has  displayed  more  vigor  and  talent  than  in  all 
thè  preceding  incidents.  Norma  had  been  assured  by 
Adalgisa  that  she  was  resolved  to  renounce  thè  love  of 
Pollione,  and,  lulled  by  such  an  assurance,  she  (Norma) 
hoped  to  win  him  back  to  her  again.  But  Pollione  is  taken 
prisoner,  just  as  he  enters  thè  sacred  asylum  of  thè  priest- 
ess of  Esus,  in  order  to  possess  himself  of  Adalgisa.  Ile  is 
dragged,  by  thè  Druids,  before  Norma,  who.  seized  with 
rage,  reproaches  him  with  his  impiety  and  perfidy  : — 

<k  In  my  power  at  length  I see  thee. 

None  cau  from  these  fetters  free  thee, 

None — but  Norma.” 

At  length  thè  Aeree  Roman,  touched  by  such  tenderness 
and  love,  and  overpowered  by  thè  struggles  and  suffering 
of  this  unfortunate  lady,  falls  at  her  knees  and  says  : 
u How  true  a heart  I have  wronged  and  blighted, 

In  this  sad  moment  too  late  I know.” 

This  is  thè  subject  of  an  admirable  duet,  in  which  Stef- 
anone  and  Salvi  showed  themselves  perfect  actors  and 
singers,  and  kept  thè  audience  in  breathless  attention . 

Such  was  thè  last  performance  of  Norma. 


V 


Sept.  23,  1835,  Vincenzio  Bellini  dieci. 
"The  genius  of  Bellini  was  originai  and  de- 
cided.  Although  he  was  impressionable, 
he  was  independent,  and  this  was  thè  source 
of  his  weakness  as  well  as  of  his  strength. 
For  while  not  blind  to  thè  fauits  and  defi- 
clencies  of  his  composltions,  he  was  so  firm 
in  his  lcnowledge  of  their  peculiar  merits 
that  thè  criticisms  he  accepted  as  just  could 
not  move  him  to  alter  his  methods,  so  that 
his  growth  in  art  was  rather  a naturai 
progression  than  thè  result  of  cultivatìon. 
[V  . . The  disposition  of  Bellini  was  prl- 

marily  toward  what  could  be  muslcally  ex- 
pressed  by  thè  human  voice,  and  all  who 
heard  his  compositions  were  convinced  that 
thè  world  had  received  a rich  new  gift. 
Rossini  was  now  great  in  fame  and  influ- 
ence,  and  thè  brllliant  vocalista  of  thè  ttme 
were  revelling  in  his  florid  airs.  Bellini, 
realizing  that  even  thè  theatre  demanded 
melody  more  than  anything  else,  and  feel- 
ing sure  that  a source  of  it  was  waking  up 
within  him,  was  either  astute  or  ingenious 
enough  not  to  attempt  to  follow  thè  example 
of  Rossini.  He  gave  his  melodies  no  less 
extension,  but  he  first  s'implified  them,  and 
tlien  broadened  and  fortifled  them  in  some 
situations,  while  in  others  he  softened  and 
sweetened  them.  He  could  not  command 
pathos,  profound  grief,  terror,  menace  or 
tragic  grandeur.  Sentiment,  not  efriotion, 
was  his  chief  cliaracteristic;  but  in  'Norma’ 
he  roso  to  dignity  and  maintained  calm- 
ness,  while  in  'Il  Puritani’  he  became  noble 
and  strenuous.  In  ‘Il  Pirata’  and  in  'Il 
Capuletti  di  Montecchi’  there  were  not 
infrequente  boldness  and  vigor,  as  thè  ex- 
cerpts  which  are  stili  heard  occasionale 
show.  In  ‘Beatrice  di  Tenda’  bis  weakest 
airs  are  found,  and  in  ‘La  Sonnambula’  his 
suavity,  tenderness  and  appealing  purity 
are  most  felt. 

"He  had  a sufflcient  perception  of  charac- 
ter  to  distinguisi!  his  personages  in  song, 
and  he  apprectated  thè  capaclty  of  each 
voice  for  which  he  wrote,  so  that  his  music 
is  singable  by  vccalists  cf  moderate  abllity, 
and  j’et  is  advantageous  for  consummate 
artists.  The  best  of  executants  will  find 
scope  in  ‘La  Sonnambula,’  while  thè  dra- 
matically  strong  can  have  full  range  in 
‘Norma’  and'  ‘Il  Puritani.’  Yet  his  melodies 
sometimes  ara  almost  mawkishly  sweet,  and 
his  recitatives  are  generale  fragmentary 
and  inexpressive,  while  it  Is  only  in  thè 
last  two  or  three  operas,  and  in  ‘Il  Puritani’ 
especially,  th^.t  thè  vocal  harmony  has  much 
variety  or  ingenuitv.  Oddly  enough,  while 
studied  for  human  voices,  many  of  thè  best 
melodies  flow  as  easily  and  effectively  from 
instruments,  especially  those  of  wood  or 
brasa,  and  thè  effect  of  thè  best  of  them 
depends  mostly  upon  thè  enthusiasm,  thè 
emphasis,  or  thè  belcanto  of  thè  singers. 
The  instrumentai  portions  of  his  operas  be- 
tray  in  every  page  his  ignorance,  his  weak- 
ness and  his  indifference.  His  overtures  are 
generale  such  only  in  name,  a supertlcial 
arrangement  of  two  or  three  princip'al 
themes,  and  his  accompaniments  rarely  are 
more  than  bald  and  formai  supporta  to  thè 
voice.  The  same  generai  manner  pervades 
them;  thè  upper  strings  play  broken  arpeg- 
glos,  while  thè  lower  ones  give  a sustalned 
harmony,  to  which  thè  wlnd  Instruments 
contribute  some  color  of  tone,  but  which 
they  seldom  diverslfy  with  figure  or  com- 
ment  of  their  own.”  [H.  M.  Tlcknor. 


Nov.  3,  1801-2,  Vincenzo  Bellini  was  born. 
"The  second  in  lmportance  of  Rossini’s  dis- 
clples  was  Vincenzo  Bellini.  . . . This 

composer,  like  Rossini,  was  endowed  with 
thè  gift  of  spontaneous  melody.  . . . 

Rossini  was  more  versatile  than  his  fol- 
lower,  and  had  as  much  dramatk;  pathos  as 
humor.  Bellini,  on  thè  contrary,  never  com- 
posed  a comic  opera,  a fact  all  thè  more  sur- 
prising  when  we  consider  that  it  was  cus- 
tomary  with  Italian  composers  to  begln 
their  career  with  thè  creatlon  of  an  opera 
buffa.  The  cause  of  this  was  undoubtedly 
thè  composer’s  dreamy  nature  and  inclina- 
tlon  for  melancholy  sentiment.  It  was  ow- 
ing  to  this  elegiac  character  that  Bellini 
became  thè  favorite  of  his  period,  and  was 
admired  so  greatly  by  his  nation.  . . . 

In  1832  thè  young  master  reached  thè  climax 
of  his  renown  with  thè  production  of 
‘Norma,’  thè  libretto  of  which  was  sup- 
plied  by  his  friend  Romani.  This  work 
ranks  higher  than  any  other  of  Belllni’s 
operas,  and  wants  but  little  to  obtain  thè 
cttribute  of  ‘classic.’  It  has  been  surmised 
that,  like  Rossini,  who  represented  his  pa- 
triotic  sentiments  in  ‘Teli,’  Bellini  has 
masked  thè  Italiana  under  thè  form  of  thè 
Druids  in  ‘Norma.’  . . . Bellini,  whose 

music  so  easily  degenerates  into  thè  effemi- 
nate and  melancholy,  has  most  happily 
avoided  all  false  sentiment  in  ’Norma's' 
'Casta  Diva’  and  grand  aria,  in  thè  latter  of 
which  he  exhibits  a tragic  expression  and 
nobiliti-  of  sentiment  equalled  only  by  thè 
chorus  of  Druids  In  thè  second  act.  The 
latter  number  can  almost  be  sald  to  bear 
traces  of  thè  influence  of  Beethoven’s  moon- 
iight  sonata,  and  thè  entire  work  seems  in- 
Iluenced  by  thè  music  of  Spontini  and  thè 
Herman  composers.  . . . The  pleasing 

amiability  of  Bellini’s  character  is  powerful- 
ly  reflected  In  thè  music  of  his  operas,  which 
are,  therefore,  in  great  favor  among  prima 
donnas,  who  prefer  his  simple  cantilenai 
to  Rossini’s  arias  replete  with  brllliant  pas- 
sages.  The  most  renowned  interpreterà  of 
Bellini’s  vocal  music  include  Pasta,  Grlsi, 
Viardo-Clarcia,  Jenny  Lind,  Btlrdo-Ney, 
Schrocder-Devrient,  Johanna  Wagner,  Ar- 
tot,  Patti  and  Nilsson.  The  chief  male 
vocallsts  celebrated  for  their  performance 
of  Bellini’s  operas  are  Tamburiniand  Rubini. 
Bellini,  whose  character  was  simllar  to  that 
of  Chopin,  invested  thè  cantilena  with  a 
breath  of  romance  which  differed  from  thè 
reallsm  of  Rossini.”  [Emll  Naumann. 


(I. 

leì 


— Divers  joumaux  italiens  assurent  que  les  partitions  autographes  de  deux 
des  opéras  de  Bellini,  Norma  et  Beatrice  di  Tenda,  soni  aujourd’hui  entre  les 
mains  (l’un  amateur  de  Florence,  dont  ils  ne  nous  font  pas  connaitre  le  nom. 
Ces  deux  partitions  étaient  jadis  la  propriété  du  fameux  ontrepreneur  Lanari, 
un  impresario  qui  fut  presque  aussi  célèbre  que  Barbaja,  l’impresario  de 
Rossini  dont  Stendhal  nous  a trace  l’amusant  portrait  ; elles  avaient  passé 
ensuite  aux  mains  d’un  chanteur  très  renommé,  le  ténor  Napoleone  Moriani, 
qui  mourut  le  4 mars  1878. 

***  Pestìi.  — La  faux  en  argent  raassif  que  MmeSchodel  portait  quand 
elle  jouait  le  ròle  de  Norma,  vient  d’ètre  déposée  par  son  fils  au  musée 
national  de  cette  capitale.  Cette  faux,  qui  est  dorée  et  enrichie  de  deux 
cent  neuf  pierres  fines  provenant  des  mines  de  Hongrie,  avait  été  offerte 
en  1840  à la  célèbre  cantatrice  par  ses  admirateurs.  ^ 


To  tbe  Editor  of  The  Orchestra. 

Sir, — I send  a copy  of  The  Dailij  Express  of  lGtli 
March,  a newspaper  respecb'hL 
its  Musical  Reports, — I can 
in  which  appears  an  artici 
Opera — ‘ Norma.’  ” 


The  puny  penny-a-liner  i 
and  contemptible  libel  on  tl 
as  well  as  thè  Editor  who  c 
tion,  deserve  to  be  held  up  t 
bation.  The  more  so  as  th 
was  called  in  thè  last  yei 
similar  character  reflecting 
maestro  Verdi,  but  witlioi 
these  articles  may,  for  i 
attained  thè  (to  true  musi 
Mus.  Doc.  No  matter  ; wha 
he  manifestly  is  as  unable 


To  thè  Editor  of  thè  Orchestra. 

Sir, — I observe  with  regret  in  your  number  oi 
last  week  thè  letter  of  “ A Subscriber,”  on  thè 
subject  of  thè  criticism  of  Bellini's  music  by  thè 
Duhlin  Daily  Express. 

Without  quite  agreeing  with  thè  severe  remarks 
which  have  so  excited  thè  rage  of  your  corre- 
spondent,  I venture  to  protest,  in  thè  name  no 
less  of  free  criticism  than  of  thè  ordinary  cour- 
tesy  usuai  among  gentlemen,  against  such  intem- 
perate expressions  as  he  is  guilty  of.  He  is  pro- 
eiate  modem  Italian  opera  bab]y  ìgnorant  of  thè  fact  that  with  most  men  of 


gentlemanly  style,  or  wit 
appears  to  be  of  that  clas 
critieise,  aim  at  showing 
imaginary  skill  by  a display 
lities,  and  by  disparaging  an 
their  own  smeli  powers,  i 
self-supposed  pre-eminence 
The  Frog  aud  thè  Bull  repr 


sound  art-feeling  in  music,  though  they  may 
hardly  admit  that  " Bellini’s  music  is  eminently 
characteristic  of  milk  fed  veal,”  stili  composers 
such  as  Verdi  and  Bellini  occupy  by  no  means  a 1 
high  position  among  tbe  great  operatic  maestri,  | 
wbether  Italian  or  otberwise.  His  own  opinion  [ 
may  be  that  “ Norma  ” bolds  thè  first  place  in 
. repertoires  which  embrace  thè  Works  of  Cherubini, 

0 i a-' il  composer  qiuc]C(  Spontini,  Beethoven,  and  Weber  (to  say 
" Norma,  us  excellenc'  ...  . ...  , . .. 

nothing  of  Mozart  and  Rossini),  and  a few  other 

insignificant  names — in  such  case  we  may  disagree 
But  when  he  sullies 
his  paper  with  such  epithets  as  “ puny  penny-a- 
liner,”  " vulgar  slander,”  and  thè  like,  applied  to 


Of  "Norma,’’  its  excellenc 
period  it  has  universali}-  1 

as  first  in  every  operatic  7.7  V'V’”  7 

„ ...  ,r  1 i with  and  perhaps  pitv  him. 

Frog,  this  self-conceited  vu 

name,  justly  venerated  by 
cians. 


“ We  have  often  regrett,  a critic*  simP,y  becau8e  be  differs  from  him,  it  is 
tratious  of  so  grand  a subì  t’lne  torebuke  him  ; and  it  is  from  thè  knowledge 
in  other  words,  lj-ric  ti  of  your  invaluable  efForts  to  establish  tli«  freedom 
"Norma,''  did  not  fall  intc  and  purity  of  art-criticism  that  I venture  to 

of  poor,  coimimptive,  *'  encroach  upon  your  colunins.  I cannot  but  think 

divmely  tender  as  a meloi  ...  . , 

cimi.  To  those  who  poss  tbat  there  18  far  more  of  “ self-conceit,’  and  very 
there  is  a sad  want  of  wha  much  less  of  " gentlemanly  style  ami  proper  feeling," 
in  thè  music  of  this  co  in  your  correspondent’s  letter  than  in  thè  article 
home  in  pretty  duet  passa;  ho  alludes  to  and  thou gh  euch  ttbusivc  iangUa„e 
for  Clanonets,  he  is  often  i , „ „ , . fa  h 

w-ishedtobe  sublime.  We  i may  be  very  unworfcby  °f  bmng  “ held  up  to  public 
' l a Norma  ’ without  lame  sc°rn  and  reprobation,  it  ought  not  to  be  passed  over 
of  producing  a mighty  < in  silence,  contemptible  though  it  be."  — Tours 
upon  a writer  whose  w obediently,  LiBRA 

assuredly  come  under  thè  T , , 

feeble  immaturity)  if  it  h London,  Aprii  lOth,  1866. 

thè  notice  of  that  gossij 

shelters  his  personalty  unuer  iue  uunuiismg  nmma 
A.  K.  H.  B.  Yes,  Bellini's  music  is  eminently 
characteristic  of  Veal — and  milk  fed  veal  to  boot.’’ 

It  is  positi vely  disgraceful  as  well  as  insulting  to 
its  readers  ili  any  publicatiou  aiming  at  respectability 
to  allow  itself  to  ho  made  thè  medium  of  printing 
such  vulgar,  ignorantly  conceived,  self  conceited 
trash,  nor  ought  it  to  be  passed  over  in  silence, 
contemptible  though  it  be. — Your  obedient  servant, 

A Subscriber. 

19th  March,  1866. 


Ve.  te-  ^ 


f IC1  ^ 
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— On  vient  de  retrouver,  dans  les  arcliives  du  théàtre  de  Raguse,  la 
partition  autographe  de  la  Norma t le  clief-d’oeuvre  de  Bellini  ; Cet  intéres- 
sant  manuscrit,  qui  forme  quatre  volumes,  a été  aclieté  2,000  francs  par  le 
musée  de  la  ville.  / ' 7 6 


1 J': 


/ 


7Z 


The  autograph  manuscripts  of  Belli- 


emy,  to  prevent  them  from  being  sold 


to  a foreign  purchaser.— 
scores  of  ' X orma1’  and  "Beatrice 
récently  bought  by  thè  Italian  Gov- 
nt  for  originai*,  are  now  said  to  be  fraudu- 
The  negotiations  which  preceded  thè 
ise  began  two  vears  ago,  and  a famous 
. since  deceased,  acted  on  behalf  of  thè 
oment.  which  paid  onlv  tl,200  for  thè 
, although  thè  owner  at  first  dernanded 
more.  The  Government  ex  per*  de- 
that.  all  but  certaln  parta  of  tne  Works 
n Bellini’fc  own  handwriting.  The  parta 
r thè  composer  are  a ehoru.s  from  an 
opera  called  "Zaire, '*  which  was  prodnced 
dled  in  1829.  Bellini  then  used  it  in 
ia,”  and  as  it  only  required  to  be  copied 
he  earlier  work  he  intrusted  it  to  an- 
hand.  The  numbere  in  thè  score  of 
ice  di  Tenda,”  not  written  in  thè  com- 
s own  handwriting,  were  originallv  part 
opera  "Bianca  and  Fernando”  and  were 
?rred  in  thè  saine  wav  to  thè  later  score,  i 
loughtthatthese  faets  led  to-thequestion 
r authenticlty. 1 a # * 
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UNE  LETTRE  DE  BELLINI^ 
iw, Ci  — 1,1  ****> 


Dans  sa  dernière  clironique  du  Temps,  M.  Feyrnet  regale  scs  Iccleurs 

1 d’une  letlre  de  Bellini,  empruntée  à la  biographie  historique  et  arlistique 
du  chanlre  aimé  de  la  Norma  et  de  la  Sonnambula,  intéressant  volume  de 
H M.  Arthur  Pougin,  qui  paraitra  demain  lundi  à la  librairie  Hacbette.  Un 
portraità  l’eau-forle,  porlrait  authentique  et  inédit,  etdes  aulograpbes  de 
Bellini,  illuslrent  le  livre  de  M.  Pougin,  doni  il  a bien  voulu  nous  com- 
muniquer  les  épreuves. 

Voici  d'abord  la  touchanle  lellre  écrite  par  Bellini  à son  ami  Fiorimo, 
en  date  du  26  décembre  1831,  à l’issue  de  l’inconcevable  fiasco  de  Norma, 
à Mila».  Ce  document  tiendra  l une  des  premières  places  dans  les  annales 
■ des  trisles  jugements  portés  trop  souvent,  mème  par  le  public,  sur  des 
I oeuvres  lyriques  incompriscs  aux  premières  auditions  : 

fBien  cher  Florimo, 

1 Je  t'écris  sous  Fimpression  de  la  douleur,  d’une  acerbe  douleur  que  je  ne  puis 
| 'exprimer,  mais  que  toi  seni  peux  comprendre.  Je  viens  de  la  Scala. 

Première  représentation  de  la  Norma  ! . 

| Le  croirais-tu  ? Fiusco  ! fiasco  ! solennel  fiasco! 

A te  dire  vrai,  le  public  a élé  sevère;  il  semblail  positivement  venu  pour  me 
I juger  et  me  condamner,  et  avec  précipitation  (du  moins,  je  lecrois);  il  a fait 
subir  à ma  pauvre  Norma  le  sort  de  la  druidesse  elle -mème. 

Je  n'ai  plus  reconnu  ces  chers  Milanais,  qui  accueillirent  avec  tanl  denlbou- 
siasme,  avec  la  joie  sur  le  visage,  avec  la  chaleur  dans  le  coeur,  Il  Pirata,  la 
| Straniera  et  la  Sonnambula;  et  pourtant,  je  croyais  leur  en  présenter  une  digne 
sceur  dans  Norma  ; mais,  malheureusement,  il  n en  a pas  été  ainsi  : je  me  suis 
trompé,  j’ai  fait  une  bévue;  mes  pronostics  étaient  faux  et  mes  espérances  sont 
décues.  Eh  bien  ! malgré  tout,  — je  te  le  dis  à toi  seul  et  le  coeui  sui  les  lèvres, 
si  toutefois  la  passion  ne  m’égare  pas,  1 introduction,  la  cavatine  de  Norma, 
le  duo  des  deux  femmes  avec  le  trio  qui  suit,  le  finale  du  premier  acte,  et  puis 
,1'autre  duo  des  deux  femmes  et  le  finale  entier  du  second  acte  qui  com mence  par 
U'hymne  de  guerre,  sont  de  tels  morceaux  de  musique  et  me  plaisent  lant  (mo- 
destie!;, que,  je  te  le  confesse,  je  serais  heureux  d’en  pouvoir  toujours  faire  de 
semblables  dans  le  coursde  ma  vie artistique.  Busta!!! 

Dans  les  oeuvres  théàtrales,  le  public  est  le  juge  suprème.  Cependant,  je  compie 
en  appeler  de  l’arrèt  qu’il  a rendu  contre  moi,  et,  sii  en  arrive  à se  délromper, 
j’aurai  gagné  la  cause,  et  je  proclamerai  alors  la  Norma  le  mcilleur  de  mes 
opéras;  sinon,  je  me  résignerai  à mon  triste  sort,  et  je  dirai  pour  me  consoler  : 

■ jes  Romains  n'ont-ils  pas  sifilé  YOlympiade  du  divin  Pergolèse?... 

Je  pars  par  le  courrier,  et  j'espére  arriver  à Naples  avant  la  présente.  Mais  1 un 
des  deux,  ou  moi  ou  cette  lettre,  te  fera  connaìlre  le  triste  sort  de  la  Norma  sif- 
flée.  Ne  t’afilige  pas  trop  de  cela,  mon  bon  Florimo.  Je  suis  jeune,  et  je  me  sens 
dans  l'àme  la  force  de  pouvoir  prendre  une  revanche  de  cette  chute  terrible. 

N’esl-elle  pas  touchante,  cette  préoccupation  de  Bellini  de  ne  pas  trop 


affli frCr  son  ami,  à l'heure  mème  où  il  est  si  vivement  aflligé  lui-mème? 


Que  de  soirées  triomphantes  devaient  consoler  le  musicien  de  cette  pre- 
mière soirée  de  Norma  ! (Et  combien  de  chefs-d'ceuvre,  à l’origine,  ont 
été  ainsi  mal  jugés  par  le  public  et  la  presse.) 

.M.  Pougin  a dédié  son  volume  à Rossini.  Le  maitre  y lira  avec  quelque 
émotion,  j°e  pense,  ajoute  M.  Feyrnet,  ces  lignes  de  Bellini  : 

« Je  viens  d’entendre  pour  la  trer.tième  fois  le  divin  Guillaume  Teli,  et  je  me 
persuade  chaque  jour  davantage  que  nous,  les  compositeurs  du  jour,  nous  ne 
sommes  qu’autant  d'insectes,  comparés  au  maitre  des  maìircs.  Pour  moi, 
Guillaume  Teli  vaut  la  Divine  Comédie  du  Dante.  Je  ne  comprenda  pas  comment 
cliacun  ne  l’étudie  point  cornine  un  modéle.  Dans  mes  études  quotidiennes,  je  ne 
me  séparé  jamais  de  mon  Guillaume  Teli,  véritable  prodige  de  l’art.  » 

Entr’autres  documents  intéressanls,  le  livre  de  M.  Pougin  conlient  ce 
rutieux  portrait  de  Bellini,  esquissé  de  facon  très-originale  pai  Henii 
Heine  : 

.<  . .C!est  un  préjugé  de’.croire  que  le  génie  doil  mourir  de  bonne  heure.  « Je 
civis  qu'on  a assigné  l’espace  compris  entre  trente  et  trenle-cinq  ans  cornme  1 é- 
poque  la  plus  pernicieuse  pour  le  génie.  Que  de  fois  j ai  plaisanté  et  taquiné  à ce 
• uiet  le  pauvre  Bellini  en  lui  prédisant  qu’en  sa  qualilé  de  génie,  il  devait  mourir 
bientòt,  parce  qu’il  atteignait  l’àge  critique  ! Chose  étrange  ! Malgre  notre  ton  de 
crai  té,  celle  prophétie  lui  faisait  éprouver  un  frouble  involontaire  : il  m appelait 

soli  j’ettatore  et  ne  manquait  jamais  de  faire  le  signe  conjurateur H avait  lant 

envie  de  vivre  ! Le  tnot  de  mort  excitait  en  lui  un  delire  d aversion  : il  ne  voulait 
pas  entendre  parler  de  mourir;  il  en  avait  peur  cornme  un  enfant  qui  craint  de 
dormir  dans  Fobscurité. . . C’était  un  bon  et  aimable  enfant,  un  peu  sufiìsant  par- 
fois : mais  on  n’avait  qua  le  menacer  de  sa  mort  prochaine  pour  lui  rendre  une 
voix  modeste  et  suppliamo,  et  lui  faire  faire,  avec  deux  doigts  élevés,  le  signe  con- 
jurateur du  jettatore. . . Pauvre  Bellini  ! 

.<  — Vous  l avez  donc  connu  personnellemenl?  Elait-il  bien  ? 

— 11  n'était  pas  laid.  Nous  aulres  hommes,  nous  ne  pouvons  guére  plus  que 
vous  répondre  affirmativement,  à une  pareillc  question  sur  quelqu’un  de  none 
sexe  C’était  un  ótre  svelte  et  élancé,  ayant  des  mouvements  gracieux  et  presque 
coquets;  toujours  tiré  <1  quulre  epinghs;  figure  régulière,  allongee  rosatre  ; che- 
veux  blond  clair  presque  dorés,  l'risés  a boucles  légéres;  front  noble,  deve,  ties- 


élevé,  nez  droit,  yeux  pàles  et  bleus,  bouche  bien  proportionnée,  menton  rond.;  j 
Ses  traits  avaient  quelque  chose  de  vague  et  sans  coractère,  cornme  le  lait,  et  cette  j 
face  laiteuse  tournait  quelquefois  à une  expression  aigrc-douce  de  tristesse.  Cette  j 
tristesse  remplacaii  Fesprit  sur  le  visage  de  Bellini  ; mais  c’étail  une  tristesse  sans  1 
profondeur,  doni  la  lueur  vacillait  sans  poésie  dans  les  yeux,  et  tressaillait  sans  | 
passion  autour  des  lèvres.  Le  jeune  maèstro  somblait  vouloir  étalcr  dans  toute  sali 
personne  Cette  douleur  molle  et  flasque.  Ses  ebeveux  étaient  frisés  avec  une  sen-  | 
timentalité  si  rèveuse,  se»  habits  se  collaient  avec  une  langueur  si  souple  autourj  j 
de  ce  corps  élancé;  il  portait  son  jonc  d'Espagne  d'un  air  si  idyllique,  quii  meil 
rappelait  toujours  ces  bergers  que  nous  avons  vu  minauder  dans  les  pastoralesll 
avec  houlette  enrubannée  et  culotte  de  taffetas  rose.  Sa  dèmarche  était  si  demoi-1 
selle,  si  élégiaque,  si  éthérée  ! Toute  sa  personne  avait  Fair  d'un  soupiren  escar-t, 
pins.  11  a eu  beaucoup  de  succés  auprés  des  femmes,  mais  je  doute  qu  ii  ait  fait  j 
naitre  une  grande  passion.  Pour  moi,  son  apparition  avait  quelque  chose  de  piai*  ^ 
sammentgènant,  dont  on  pouvail  tout  d’abord  trouver  la  raison  dans  son  mau-  1 
vais  langage  francate.  Quoique  Bellini  vécùten  Franco  depuis  plusieursannées  (ili 
il  parlait  le  francate  aussi  mal  iiu’on  le  pourrait  parler  en  Ang'eterre.  Je  ne  de- 
vrais  pas  qualifier  ce  langage  de  mauvais;  mauvais  est  ici  trop  bon.  11  faudraJ  - 
dire  : effioyable  ! à faire  dresser  Ics  ebeveux  ! Quand  on  était  dans  le  mème  salo!  J 
que  Bellini”  son  voisinage  inspirait  toujours  une  certaine  anxiété  mèlée  à un  aA  i 


trait  d’efTroi  qui  repoussait  et  relenait  tout  ensemble.  Ses  calembours  involontairi 
n'étaient  souvent  que  d’une  nature  amusante,  et  rappelaient  le  chàteau  de  so[ 
compatriote,  le  prince  de  Pallagonie,  que  Goethe  dans  son  voyage  d'Italie,  repré- 
sente  cornme  un  musée  d’extravagances  baroques  et  de  monatruosités  entassées 
sans  raison.  Cornine  eu  semblable  occasion  Bellini  croyait  toujours  avoir  dit  une 
chose  toute  innocente  et  toute  sérieuse,  sa  figure  formait  avec  ses  paroles  le  cen- 
traste le  plus  bouffou.  Ce  quipouvait  me  déplaire  dans  ses  traits  ressortait  alors 
avec  d'autant  plus  de  force;  mais  ce  qui  me  déplaisait  n’était  pas  précisément  c ' 
que  Fon  pourrait  appeler  un  défaut;  du  moins  cet  effet  n'était-il  pas  Tessenti  a 
mème  degré  par  les  femmes.  La  figure  de  Bellini,  cornme  toute  sa  personne,  avai 
cette  fraìcheur  physique,  cette  lleur  de  carnation,  cette  couleur  rose  qui  me  fai 
une  impression  désagréable,  à moi  qui  préfère  la  couleur  de  mort  ou  de  marbi 
Ce  ne  l'ut  que  plus  tard,  aprèsdes  relalions  plus  fréquentcs,  queje  ressenlis  pou 
lui  un  penchant  réel.  Cela  vint  surtout  quand  j’eus  remarqué  que  son  caracten 
était  tout  à fait  bon  et  noble.  Son  àme  est  certainement  restée  sans  souillure,  au 


milieu  des  indignes  contacts  de  la  vie.  Il  n'était  pas  non  plus  dépourvu  de  crttj 


bonhommie  naive  et  enfantine  qu’on  est  toujours  sùr  de  ren  ontrer  chez  Ir 
hommes  de  génie,  quoiqu’il  ne  la  laissàt  pas  voir  au  premier  venu. ...  » 

(1)  lei  le  narrateur  se  trompe,  en  exagérant  la  durée  du  séjour  de  Bellini  nJ 

Morta  Puteaux  le  23  septembre  1835,  Bellini  était  arrivé  à nées  puisqu'iH 

niiers  jours  de  1834.  Il  ne  vivait  donc  point  en  France  depuis  plusieurs  an  > I q ] 
Fa  habitée  qu’environ  dix-huit  mote. 
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DE  LONDRES 


7 nvril  1864. 


Pour  ma  première  excursion  de  la  saison  à travers  les  champs  de 
critique,  je  suis  vraiment  honteux  du  mince  bagage  que  j’apporle  ai# 
Méneslrel.  Norma,  et  puis  Norma , et  encore  Norma  I Voilà  tout  le  pro- 


gramme  de  Covent-Garden,  le  seul  des  deux  théàtres  italiens  de  Londres 
ouvert  jusqu’ici.  Va  donc  pour  Norma ! 

Aussi  bien,  corame  on  n’avait  pas  joué  cet  opera  depuis  plusieurs  an- 
nées,  c’était  tout  un  événement  que  celle  reprise.  Quelle  serait,  se  deman-i 
dait-on,  l’artiste  assez  téméraire  pour  ramasser  la  couronne  de  eliòne 
tombée  du  front  de  Pasta,  tombée  du  front  de  Orisi?  Ce  que  Mme  Penco  > 
elle-méme  n’avait  pas  osé,  Mlle  Lagrua  Fa  tenté,  et,  malgré  le  proverbe  jS 
elle  a eu  tort.  S’attaquer  aux  préjugés  est  une  folie,  quand  on  ne  ser/  1 


pas  la  force  de  triompher;  or,  ici,  il  faut  bien  le  dire,  les  moyens  dq  .1 

ce. -il 


Mlle  Lagrua  ne  doivent  plus,  ne  peuvent  plus  lui  inspirer  celle  confianceJ 
Aussi  le  Times,  qui  témoigne  son  regret  de  ce  que  cette  ari  iste  ne  soit  pas 


venue  en  Angleterre  dix  ans  plus  tòt,  ne  lui  reconnait-il  qu’un  succèi 


d’cslime!  Pour  le  Times,  c’est  peut-èlre  quelque  chose;  pour  Mlle  Lagrua, 
ce  n’csl  point  assez.  Chanteuse  ballile,  actricc  parfaite,  Mllc  Lagrua  mèri 


tait  et  attendait  mieux,  La  semaine  prochaine,  nous  l’entendrons  dans 


la  Favorite,  et  là,  du  moins,  on  ne  lui  opposera  certes  plus  le  souvenir  defl 
Grisi. 

Devinez  qui  chanlait  Adalgisa?  M1|e  Ballu,  et  de  la  fagon  la  plus  ravis- 
sante  du  monde!  Vous  vous  demanderez,  sans  doute,  pourquoi  le  Théùlre-I 
Ilalien  de  Paris,  qui  a possedè  M“°  Battu  pendant  plusieurs  annécs,  s’ingé-J 
nierait  à découvrir,  on  ne  saitoù,  des  Adalgises  impossibles.  Pourquoi,  mon 
cher  directeur?  parce  que  Londres  n’est  pas  Paris,  et  que  le  caissier  de. 
Covent-Garden  est  un  grand  homme. 

Un  nouveau  basso,  du  nom  d’Atry,  débutait  dans  le  ròle  d’Orovese,  mlP 
ròleà  barbe,  corame  vous  savez.  Ceti  me  rappelle  qu’un  vieux  chanteur 
de  province  me  disait  un  jour  qu’avec  une  longue  barbe,  la  première  bassf 
profonde  venue  avait  toujours  du  talenti  — « Moi-méme , ajoutait-ij 
toutes  les  fois  que  j’ai  dù  jouer  sans  ce  glorieux  appendice,  sans  cet  era- 
blème  touffu  de  la  dignità  virile,  je  me  suis  senti  géné,  la  voix  m’a  man*! 
qué,  mes  inlonalions  ont  élé  douteuses,  et  le  public  m’a  sifflé  ! Tandis 
qu’avec  une  barbe...  » — M.  Alry  va  jouer  prochainement  Marcel  des  ■ 


j 


Huguenots;  attendons  jusquiRà  pourlejuger  définitivement;  nous  ver- 
rons  bien  si 

Du  cóté  de  la  barbe  est  la  toute-puissance. 

Le  nom  deMireille  s'étale  déjà  dans  les  rues  sur  de  nombreuses  affiches. 
J’ai  voulu  voir  quel  était  le  théàlre  qui  s’était  si  vite  emparé  d’un  opéra  à 
peine  éclos  à Paris,  et  j’ai  découvert  que,  cornine  pour  Faust,  c’est  d’une 
simple  taverne  que  partirà  le  succès  d’un  ouvrage  auquel  je  soubaite  la 
mérae  chance  qu’à  son  ainé.  En  elTel,  c’est  à l' Oxford-T averti,  Eldorado 
quelconque  du  pays,  que  Faust  fut  chanté  pour  la  première  fois,  au  bruii 
des  choppes  de  bière  et  des  délonations  de  soda-water.  De  là,  il  passa 
successivement  aux  théàlres  ilaìiens,  enfin  au  théàtre  de  l’Opéra  Anglais. 
Quel  argument  en  faveur  de  la  liberté  des  genres,  dans  les  établissemenls 
de  Paris?  Je  le  livre  aux  méditalions  du  Ménestrel. 


De  Retz. 
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Opera  Company  to  Present 

1 - >A/Ì/  Hi. 

'Norma7  in  Outdoor  Setting 


A dramatic  outdoors  loca- 
tion in  thè  middle  of  a forest 
will  serve  as  thè  theater  for 
thè  Opera  Company  of  Bos- 
ton’s  June  11  and  13  produc- 
tion of  “Norma,  it  was  an- 
nounced  today  by  Laszlo 
Bonis,  president,  and  Sarah 


Caldwell,  artistic  director  of 
thè  company.  ^ ' 1 ■ 


‘WU.  I 

The  setting  will  be  thè  na- 
turai woodland  shell  at  thè 
Milton  Blue  Hills  Reservation, 
and  starring  in  thè  perform- 
ances  will  be  soprano  Beverly 
Sills,  who  will  be  singing  thè 
first  Norma  of  her  career. 
Others  in  thè  cast  will  be 
mezzo  soprano  Beverly  Wolff 
(Adalgisa),  tenor  John  Alex- 
ander (Pollione)  and  bass 
Donald  Gramm  (Oroveso). 

Selection  of  tne  unusual  set- 
ting was  based  both  upon  its 
appropriateness  for  a story 
which  concerns  thè  harass- 
ment  of  thè  woodland  druids 
by  thè  early  Roman  legions, 
and  upon  “long-range,  of- 
ficiai” weather  forecasts 
which  predict  temperatures 
“in  thè  75  degree  range”  and 
“less  than  a one-in-ten” 
chance  of  rain. 


Assisting  with  arrangements 
| is  MDC  Commissioner  John 
Sears.  Parking  will  be  avail- 
able  in  thè  ski  tow  area  which 
adjoins  thè  shell.  Single  ad- 
mission  seats  are  available  in 
all  price  ranges  at  thè  Opera 
Company  offices,  172  Newbury 
St.,  or  by  phoning  267-8050. 


